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Similar to many countries, Algeria has extensively 
suffered from COVID-19. The first case was reported on 
February 25, 2020. Early 2021, Algeria has shocked the 
world by reporting one of the highest fatality rate with 
approximately 15% (1).
 So many countries announced officially the fourth 
wave of COVID-19. In most cases, this wave was quite 
deadly despite the democratization of vaccination. 
Concerning Algeria, many specialists predicted a next 
4th wave around December 2021. In this regard, a lot of 
works has recently been published concerning predictive 
models of cases, deaths or future waves of the virus in 
the country (2). However, in most cases the spread of 
this virus has often differed from the predictions.
 Despite governmental efforts, there are still 
deficiencies in testing; meaning the number of infections 
is likely to be an underestimate of actual numbers 
because they are based on PCRs only. 
Thus, the question that arises is: "Is Algeria ready for a 
4th wave?" 
 Firstly, throughout the 3rd wave, the country 
experienced a rather murderous period by recording 1927 
cases and 49 deaths the July 28, 2021 (Figure 1). At that 
period, the country was already poorly prepared. This 
is in particular with the appearance of the Delta variant, 
which caused a lot of damage and led to the emergence 
of several clusters. The damage was obvious especially 
in the northern cities as they represent the most densely 
populated areas. Therefore, the third wave has caused 

many deaths that could have been avoided specifically in 
people suffering from comorbidities (3).
 Further, despite the fact that Algeria has ordered 
fairly large doses of vaccines (AstraZeneca, Sputnik 
V, and Sinovac), the vaccination remains quite humble 
because only 11% of the population is fully vaccinated 
(4). Some surveys have revealed that people do not 
have a firm confidence in vaccination (5), which might 
justify the vaccine refusal from a large majority of the 
population.
 Fundamentally, facts like the growing lack of severity 
in the application of preventive measures, the gradual 
opening of borders will most certainly be unhelpful in 
dealing with the issue.
 In addition to the previous reasons, the appearance 
of the Omicron variant in South Africa, which is already 
present in 57 countries according to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) (6), will make the situation firmer 
and more delicate to treat. The variant was characterized 
by an impressive diffusion speed, particularly in the 
neighbouring countries of South Africa (Eswatini, 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Namibia and Lesotho). While 
currently little information is provided, scientists predict 
that after the third dose, the variant is unlikely to be 
more dangerous than the Delta variant which remains 
dominant. Actually, there has yet been no detection in 
Algeria, but everything suggests that it is only a matter of 
time.
 In conclusion, to avoid a fourth wave's significant 
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losses, the continuity of the strict application of protective 
measures (wearing a mask, washing hands, social 
distancing, etc.) and making the necessary arrangements 
for the availability of oxygen are recommended. It is also 
necessary to perform an intensive vaccination process to 
optimise protection.
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Figure 1. Daily cases and deaths during the three waves of COVID-19 pandemic in Algeria. (Data source: https://
coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html).


